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INVESTIGATIONS
An investigation refers to the process of conducting a formal inquiry to discover the facts of an allegation or an incident. Based on research by (Rayner, 2014), investigation acts as a means in exploring the details of an allegation, examining the evidence in detail, and determining whether the misconduct was performed. Therefore, law enforcement and police play a major role in criminal investigations, which include the following.
First, the police are responsible for determining what crime has been committed, how it was committed, and where it was committed. They then gather information, and evidence concerning the matter at hand. That is, they conduct interrogations, do psychological profiling, look at the crime scene, observe street cameras, and listen to recorded audios. According to (Liberatore et al, 2010), data is gathered by obtaining evidence from social media sites, and the internet in general. Moreover, the police are responsible for analyzing the gathered data to determine which of the collected data is relevant. Furthermore, the determine the connection of the data to an offender. This requires that police be good investigators. Therefore, a good investigator should not take sides concerning the crime or the offender, he must maintain the confidentiality and integrity of the collected evidence by not adding or removing information that was not present. Moreover, a good investigator should have effective professional, communication, and interpersonal skill that would ensure effective conduction of interviews.
The length of an investigation is dependent on whether an offender has been found or not. The police are responsible for identifying the offender and taking them into custody. Based on the report by (McEwen, 2010), police should only use a necessary amount of force to arrest an offender and control a situation. It suggests the utilization of the use-of-force continuum which encompasses four stages, the first involves the presence of the officer, the second involves using verbal force alone, the third involves the utilization of bodily force, while the fourth involves the use of the lethal weapon in case the suspect has a weapon that could cause physical harm. 
Moreover, the police are responsible for determining whether a suspect committed the crime or not. This will involve talking to witnesses, and comparing the stored fingerprints with the ones of the suspect. It also involves mining relevant data that places the suspect at the scene of the crime or that proves a suspect's association with the crime. According to the three-fold aim of an investigation, the objectives are to identify the guilty, locate them, and offer analyzed forensic evidence to prove their guilt or innocence. Therefore, after the process, the police are responsible for determining the course of action, that is whether to proceed to court or release the suspect.
In conclusion, an investigation is a long and complicated process and the methods used are dependent on the type of information that the investigator needs. The police are important in an investigation process since they identify the crime, gather evidence, perform analysis of the data to identify an offender, determine the guilt of the offender, then decide on the evidence. Therefore, the police should have effective skills needed for the investigation process.
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